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What is 
Higher Education?



You have 2 minutes to discuss your ideas!

Think about these questions:

Where you could you go for higher education?

How old would you have to be to go?

What would you do there?

What is Higher Education?



What is Higher Education?

Higher education is when you work towards 
getting a qualification post-18

Qualifications can be gained from:

University

Certain Colleges

Degree Apprenticeships

Higher education 

is there for everyone!



Life in 
Higher Education



Timetable

School Timetable
Higher Education 

Timetable

In school from around 

9am - 3:30pm

Time in higher 

education can vary 

Similar timetable each 

week

Timetable can change 

each week - different 

ways of learning

Not much free time Lots of free time



Lecture

Lecture

Practical

Seminar

Lecture

Placement

Workshop

Seminar



Lecture

Lecture

Practical

Seminar

Lecture

Placement

Group 
Project

Group 
project

Workshop

Independent 
Study

Guest 
Lecture

Independent 
Study

Seminar



Academic

Seminars

Lectures Group Projects

Practical Learning

Work Placements

Independent Study



Lecture

Lecture

Practical

Seminar

Lecture

Placement

Group 
Project

Group 
project

Workshop

Independent 
Study

Guest 
Lecture

Volunteering

Housework

Careers 
Appointment

Part-time 
job

Watching 
TV

Medical 
Appointment

Exercise

Listening to 
Music

Independent 
Study

Playing Video 
Games

Exercise
Language 

Class

Seminar



Personal

Volunteering

Part-Time Jobs Support

Student Accommodation



Lecture

Lecture

Practical

Seminar

Lecture

Placement

Group 
Project

Group 
project

Workshop

Independent 
Study

Guest 
Lecture

Volunteering

Housework

Careers 
Appointment

Part-time 
job

Watching 
TV

Medical 
Appointment

Exercise

Sports 
Match

Travelling

Travelling

Spending 
time with 

Friends

Listening to 
Music

Going to 
Cinema

Society 
Event

Going to 
Pub Quiz

Sports 
Training

Independent 
Study

Playing Video 
Games

Spending 
time with 

Family

Exercise
Language 

Class

Going out 
for Meal

Going to 
Gig/Concert

Seminar



Social

Sports

Societies
Students' Union

Travel



Skills



You have 2 minutes to discuss your ideas!

Which skills could you develop through the 
different personal, social, and academic 
activities available in higher education?

Skills



Research Time 
Management

Organisation

Presenting Motivation Teamwork

Budgeting Independence
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Critical 
Thought Referencing

Reasoned 
Reading

Data  
Analysis

Academic 
Writing

Enhanced    
IT

Statistical 
Scrutiny PrioritisationA
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Graduate Prospects



Better job 
opportunities

On average 
£100,000 more 

in a lifetime

More likely to 
be employed

More likely to 
be promoted

25% of jobs 
are for 

graduates 
only

Earn more as 
you progress

Increased life 
satisfaction
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Careers 
support 

available in 
higher 

education



Graduate Prospects
Business and Management

Graduate Non-graduate

£24,437 £18,953

Mathematics

Graduate Non-graduate

£25,840 £17,108

General Engineering

Graduate Non-graduate

£27,157 £16,517

Sports Science

Graduate Non-graduate

£19,888 £16,032

Computer Science

Graduate Non-graduate

£25,828 £17,262

Education

Graduate Non-graduate

£22,002 £16,181

History

Graduate Non-graduate

£22,404 £16,844

Law

Graduate Non-graduate

£21,135 £17,842

Nursing

Graduate Non-graduate

£23,057 £18,233



Summary
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Higher education is when you work towards 

getting a qualification post-18  

People may choose to go to higher education 

to learn, have new experiences, and gain 

useful skills

You can choose how you spend your free time 

when studying at higher education

On average, graduates earn significantly more 

than non-graduates



Next Steps
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Visit the UCAS website

Speak to your teachers and careers adviser

Think about jobs and courses you would enjoy

Talk to family and friends


